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I ntroduction

A series of articles entitled “Where Are The Keys?’ was pub-
lished in the Midnight Cry Messenger in 1979. In that series Bro.
Thomas revised and added to a seriesfirst published in 1969 enti-
tled “The Keys of the Kingdom.”

The truths contained in these articles are vital and prophetic in
nature asthe L ord restores Hisremnant church to her former glory
in preparation for His soon return. A restored church will need to
havethe understanding and use of all of the keys of the kingdom to
fulfill God’s purpose in this hour.

Theforeword by Bro. Thomaswas written as an introduction to
the 1979 series.
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Foreword

For the past several months | have been thinking about the keys
of the kingdom as given to the church in the beginning. Matt.
16:19. What are they? Are they important? Where are they? Are
they for us today? If so, why aren’t they being used? These and
other questions about the keys of the kingdom need to be an-
swered.

| personally have heard very little about the keys of the kingdom
from any church or preacher. According to what Jesus said, these
keyswould authorize and empower the recipient to loose and bind
on earth. They certainly must have beenimportant for heavenitself
to recognize and sustain the action of the church in the use of the
keysin loosing and binding on earth.

Although the L ord has quickened somethingsto my heart these
past few months, | find an article | wrote on the subject ten years
ago just asrelevant today asit was then. Although | hope to share
some of the more present things with you before | finish this sub-
ject, these parts will consist mostly of the article | wrote ten years

ago.
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Chapter 1
The Keys of the Kingdom

A few months ago atremendous vision cameforth during one of
our servicesinwhich an angel was seento comedown from heaven
with some keyswhich he gaveto the church. Although | do not re-
member all the particulars of the vision at this time, | remember
distinctly that there were seven keys. Seven, the number of perfec-
tion, simply meant complete in the sense of al the keys. It ismy
personal conviction that this was a vision from the Lord showing
usthat the keys of the kingdom are now being restored to the body
of Christ.

Let usgoto the scripturesfor astudy of thisvery important sub-
ject.

“ And | will giveunto theethekeysof the kingdom of heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be boundin heaven: and
whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
Matt. 16:19.

These words followed the Lord's statement concerning the
building of his church against which, he said, the gates of hell
would not prevail. | believe the keyswere given to the church and
not Peter. Though an individual most certainly could and would
use the keys of the kingdom as a functioning member of the
church, he would merely be an arm or extension of the church.

| further believe the keys, except to aminor degree, were with-
drawn from the church when it ceased to function as the unified
body of Christ. Even as a country loses its power and authority
when overrun by the enemy and its people are divided and spoiled,
so was the church. Col. 2:8-10.

From then until now every visitation of God hascomein answer
to the heartfelt cry of God's people who forsook their divisions
long enough to unitein prayer. However, no movement or visita-
tion hasever taken the church back to where shewaswhen thekeys
were removed.

L et usalso notethat the keysarein the plural, or more than one.
Sincethey arekingdom keys, they would of necessity givethe user
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The Keys Of The Kingdom Chapter 1

access into the kingdom realm. If we can now ascertain just what
the kingdom iswe will know more about these keys.

InMark 4:11, Jesussaid, “Unto you it isgivento know themys-
tery of thekingdom of God ..."” A mystery issomething that ishid-
den to most people, otherwiseit would be no mystery. Inthiscase,
the mystery of thekingdom isnot seen or understood by theworld.
Only the Lord’ s people whose hearts and minds have been super-
naturally opened by the Spirit can know and understand.

The Pharisees, as well as the disciples, were looking for avisi-
ble, tangible kingdom. “ And when he was demanded of the Phari-
sees, when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them
and said, ‘ The kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Nei-
ther shall they say, 1o here! or, lo there! for behold, the kingdom of
God iswithinyou’.” Luke 17:20-21. According to this scripture,
the kingdom of God is not something that can be seen with natural
eyes.

When Jesus sent the disciples out to preach the gospel and heal
the sick, heinstructed them to say, “ The Kingdom of God iscome
nigh unto you.”

In Matt. 12:28 he said, “... if | cast out devils by the Spirit of
God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.”

In Rom. 14:17, Paul said, “For the kingdom of God is not meat
anddrink: but righteousnessand peaceandjoy intheHoly Ghost.”

In Cor. 15:50, Paul said, “Now this| say brethren, that flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God ...”

From these scriptureswe seethat the kingdom of God bel ongsto
the realm of the Spirit. Healing, casting out devils, joy, peace and
righteousness by and in the Holy Ghost are manifestations of the
kingdom of God.

Though all space, matter and time will one day be redeemed
from the curse and brought under the control of the eternal Spirit,
the kingdom of God, as of now, isin adifferent realm from these
things.

By nature, habit and unbelief, we belong to the realm of the
fallen creation. Only redeemed men and women with the Spirit of
God areableto crossover into thekingdom realm. Thisiswhy itis
necessary for the natural man to be born again before he can see or
enter the kingdom of God. John 3:3-5.
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Chapter 1 TheKeys Of The Kingdom

These keys of the kingdom are the means given to the church
whereby it is able to do just that. Use of these keys enables the
church to perform the work of the kingdom.

HOW RESTORED

Certainly it isimportant that we know how these keys are to be
restored. In Luke 11:52, Jesus accused the lawyers (scribes) of
having taken away the key of knowledge. Through their traditions
and vain interpretations of the law they had made the word of God
of noneeffect. Mark 7:13. No doubt thisisexactly what Paul hadin
mind in Col. 2:8-10.

The Lord said through Hosea, “My people are destroyed for a
lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, | will
also regject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast
forgottenthelaw of thy God, | will alsoforget thy children.” Hosea
4:6.

By substitution of religious tradition for the word of God, the
scribes and Pharisees had taken away the key of knowledge
through which men could enter the kingdom of God. The key of
knowledge certainly would be one of the great keys of the king-
dom.

Because the preachers in Hosea's day had rejected the true
knowledge of the Lord, God’ s people were destroyed.

Thekey of knowledge opensthe door to the kingdom. Insidethe
kingdom door hangs the other kingdom keys which likewise are
manifestationsof God’ sgreat wisdom and knowledge. Thekeysof
the kingdom are divine principles and knowledge that must be un-
derstood and employed by the church. These divine principles or
truths asembodied in the holy scriptures can only be known by the
revelation of Jesus Christ. The revelation of these keys comes to
the body through Jesus Christ the head.

InRev. 5, itisthe Lamb that opensthe seven-seal ed book that no
man was worthy to open. The opening of thisbook wasavery im-
portant and needful thing. John said, “... | wept much, because no
man was worthy to open and read the book ...” Rev. 5:4.

It is aso significant that after the opening of the seven-sealed
book the twenty-four elders* ... sung anew song, saying Thou art
worthy to take the book and open the seals thereof: for thou wast
dain, and hast redeemed usto God by thy blood out of every kin-
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The Keys Of The Kingdom Chapter 1

dred, and tongue, and people, and nation: And thou hast made us
unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”
Rev. 5:9-10.

Through the opening of thisbook they were enabled to sing this
new song and reign on the earth as kings and priests unto God. In
Rev. 14:15 we learn that the hundred and forty-four thousand
which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth were also able to
sing this new song.

Both of these scenes from Rev. 5 and 14 were shown to us
through mighty visions exactly as they are described in the scrip-
tures. The angel of the Lord told usthese Bible visions were being
given to us that we might know what is taking place. This being
true, | believe the Lamb is now in process of opening the book.

Another tremendous vision of a mighty angel which spoke the
words of Joel 2:1 perfectly fitsthe description of the angel of Rev.
10:1. It will be noticed that thismighty angel had alittle book open
in hishand that John had to eat and asaresult, “prophesy again be-
fore many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings.”

The eating of this opened book from the hand of the mighty an-
gel, no doubt, became the source in inspiration for John’s proph-
ecy.

Therestoration of thekeysof thekingdomiscomingto usby the
revelation of Jesus Christ. Itissimply the L ord opening the book to
the apostolic truth lost to the church because of vain traditions of
men. This, beloved, is how the keys of the kingdom are being re-
stored.

KEYS VITAL

These keys are more than just important. They are vital to the
restoration of the church. It isthrough the use of these keysthat the
church will be perfected. The body cannot be cleansed and per-
fected apart from the use of the keys of the kingdom.

Without thefull use of these keysthe churchislimitedinwhat it
isableto do. Full and complete operation of the keys means power
toloose and bind on earth. Full use of the keysmeanscompleteres-
toration of the power and authority of the church.

All of these keys are necessary to establish God’s kingdom in
the heartsof men. Each key enablesusto enter into and enjoy some
aspect of the kingdom. Like keys that open doors to the many
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Chapter 1 TheKeys Of The Kingdom

roomsof someking’ scastle, the keysof thekingdom are necessary
to gain an entrance into the various realms of God'’ s kingdom.

Each key opens the door to some vital and necessary placein
God’ skingdom. Use of these keysby the churchisnecessary toin-
troduce othersto the king (Jesus) and hiskingdom. Use of thekeys
of the kingdom is also necessary to open the prison doors of unbe-
lief and set the captives free. Needless to say, it is the use of the
keys of the kingdom that enables us to take authority over Satan
and his demoniac kingdom.

It is the church using the keys of the kingdom that the gates of
hell cannot prevail against.

It ismy conviction that every spiritual visitation the church has
experienced has come asaresult of the use of the keys of the king-
dom. Haven't you noticed the tendency of the various religious
groupsto put more emphasison onelineof truth than others? Often
the reason for thisis that they discover that through use of one of
thesekeysthey derivegreat benefit and blessing. Ableto enter into
the kingdom realm of the Spirit through the exercise of their dis-
covery, they end up going to seed on this truth.

Sad to say, in time they (as a group or movement) end up in a
state of darkness, still holding to the form but without the power
and Spirit. Weknow for afact that the same doctrines preached and
practiced by somein times past brought life and blessing to those
using them.

Today they are a mere form void of the power and blessing.
With someit might be anoisy form worked up in the energy of the
flesh; in othersit might be quiet, dignified and highly intellectual .
One appeals to the group which is looking for feelings and mani-
festationswhilethe other appeal sto the group whosefaithisinthe
wisdom of men and not the power of God.

Thetrue Spirit of God may be quiet and asgentleasadoveor it
might shakethe placelikethunder. Weare not tolook for either but
occupy ourselves with him who is the way, the truth and the life.

Failureto go on into the discovery and use of al the keys of the
kingdom eventually leadsto darkness. Thishasbeen demonstrated
time and time again as we scan the pages of religious history. Ev-
ery genuine movement of the church has been through the discov-
ery and use of one or more of these keys.
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The Keys Of The Kingdom Chapter 1

Only whenthe church wasin compl ete possession of thesekeys,
beginning with Pentecost, did she march triumphantly forward.
Not a spot, wrinkle or blemish was allowed to tarnish that early
church. Acts 5:1-6.

The very first use of these keys by the church began with the
preaching of Peter on the day of Pentecost. There has never been
another Pentecost with the church in complete possession of the
keysof thekingdom. But, hallelujah! We arelooking for the resto-
ration of these keys before the Lord is through with his church.
Acts 3:21; Joel 2:25-27.

DECEPTION

We certainly need to be warned against deception in the knowl-
edge and operation of the keysof the kingdom. Aswith everything
else, thereligious charlatans, racketeers, and opportunistswill be-
guile and make merchandise of simple souls through the substitu-
tion of some shortcut or gimmick.

No specially concocted oil, water from Jordan, magic potion,
anointed cloth or magic formulawill take the place of the keys of
thekingdom. Thesekeysarebasic Bible principlesthat must be be-
lieved and practiced if we get results. There is no substitute or
shortcut. Only true disciples (learners, followers) of Jesus Christ
will ever know and use the keys of the kingdom.



Chapter 2
What Are These Keys?

| would not be so bold as to say | have the complete answer.
However, | believe some of the keys are asfollows: 1. The Word.
2. The Blood. 3. The Confession of Faith. 4. The Lordship of
Christ. 5. The Church. 6. Communion. 7. Judgment.

THE WORD OF GOD

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righ-
teousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” Il Tim. 3:16-17.

| put the Word infirst place as one of the great keys of the king-
dom becauseit opensthedoor into thekingdomitself. TheWordis
God' s great storehouse of wisdom and knowledge. All the divine
principles that actually constitute the keys of the kingdom are
found in the Word.

It was actually through substitution of tradition and the vain
teachings of the scribes and Phariseesthat the door to the kingdom
was closed in Christ’ sday. Jesus said they had taken away the key
of knowledge. Luke 11:52. None can deny the same condition ex-
ists today in most of our christian world.

Every doctrine, ordinance and practice of the modern church
must be examined in the light of God’ s eternal Word. We do not
have to be in doubt, God has given us his Word to go by. It isthe
key of knowledge and faith that unlocksthe door of thekingdomto
all theother keys. BypasshisWord and we bypass God and all that
he has for us.

Thebasisfor all truthand doctrinefor theentire church ageisthe
Holy Scriptures. | cannot see any book or so-called revelation re-
placing the Bible until the church has fulfilled her purpose in the
earth.

Of course| am aware that some are saying that the church ageis
over and that the kingdom age has begun. Some of these also say
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What Are These Keys? Chapter 2

that the Bible is out of date and they are the living word and don’t
need the written scriptures anymore.

| personally haven't gone that far and don’t think they have ei-
ther. | believe his church will be restored in its entirety, using the
keys of the kingdom in binding and loosing on earth before the
coming of Christ.

The very purpose of the church in the earth is to pave the way
and get things ready for the coming King, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Using the keys of the kingdom, the church militant will overcome
Satan and finish her job of evangelizing the world. The chief
weapon used in performing thistask will be the Word of God exe-
cuted by the church.

“And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in al the
world for awitness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.”
Matt. 24:14.

The church must be brought back step by step from her place of
unbelief and impotence before she can execute his Word in the
earth. Thereis, of necessity, acomplete restoration of the ministry
of apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers to perfect
and prepare the church for this great end-time work that will pre-
cede the coming of the Lord.

When he presents the church to himself it will be “a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.” Eph. 5:27. Every spot will be
cleansed, every wrinkle ironed out and every blemish removed.
Rev. 19:7-9.

TheWord of God, used asaplumblineinthehandsof theLord’s
craftsman, will perfect and bring into aunity of thefaith the church
in anticipation of that day.

For personal instruction and direction, werealizewemay not al -
waysfind a“thussaiththeLord,” but the Holy Spirit will honor the
written Word of God and lead and teach usthroughiitif at all possi-
ble.

Timeand again we have been amazed to realize we have not un-
derstood the written Word. Many of our teachings have been
handed down to us by men who tried to interpret the scriptures
apart fromtherevelation of theHoly Spirit. They have presumptu-
ously undertaken to unravel the mysteries of the Word without in-
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Chapter 2 What Are These Keys?

spiration and the result is Babylon (confusion). The thousands of
different sects and divisions give ample testimony to this fact.

Though the scriptures are the inspired Word of God, they be-
come death and darkness to those whose faith isin the wisdom of
men rather than the power of God. | Cor. 2:4-5. Likethose Paul re-
ferredto, their table has been made asnare, atrap, and astumbling
block. Rom. 11:9.

The letter of the Word without the Holy Spirit blinds and kills
rather than giveslife. Great multitudes of deceived peopleareheld
in bondage by the letter of the Word thinking they have the truth.
What weneedis”... ableministers of the New Testament; not the
letter, but of the Spirit ...” Il Cor. 3:6.

First, the Word personally believed and appropiated: Often we
are faced with problems that we cannot cope with and then the
Word comesto our minds by the revelation of the Spirit. With the
revelation great strength and assurance is ministered to our hearts
and we now face our problem in faith knowing that greater is he
that isin usthan he that isin the world. Halleujah!!

Onetime | was going through areal time of testing and the en-
emy had my back tothewall. Whilel wasin prayer bemoaning my
situation before the Lord, he spoke to my heart and said, “No
weapon that isformed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue
that shall rise against theein judgment thou shalt condemn. Thisis
the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their righteousnessis
of me, saiththeLord.” Isa. 54:17. Asthat scripture was quickened
to my heart and mind | realized that | had nothing to fear. “... if
God be for us, who can be against us?” Rom. 8:31.

David was a good example of one who learned to live by the
Word. “Unless thy law had been my delight, | should then have
perished in mine afflictions. | will never forget thy precepts: for
with them thou hast quickened me.” Ps. 119:92-93.

Truly theWordisakey that will unlock the door of darknessand
despair and lead us into the kingdom realm of light and life. The
time will come when we realize that man does not live by bread
alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
Matt. 4:4.

Secondly, the preached Word of God is the key that opens the
door of the kingdom to those lacking faith to enter. The Word of
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What Are These Keys? Chapter 2

God aone preached in the power of the Holy Spirit can open the
prison doors of darkness and despair and set the prisoner of sin
free.

It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that
believe. Paul told Timothy, “ Preach the Word; beinstant in season,
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine.” 11 Tim. 4:2. Nothing will take the place of the
preached Word of God to move and stir the hearts of men.

It isthe hammer that breaks the rock in pieces. It isthefire that
purifies and burns away the dross. It is the water that washes and
cleansaway thefilth. It isthe sword of the Spirit that cuts asunder
and severs the chains of sin. It is the incorruptible seed that con-
tainsthe life of God. It is the creative force that made the worlds
and by whom all things consist.

Throughitlight, life, health and hope are ministered to mankind.
Prov. 4:20-22 says, “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear
unto my saying. Let them not depart from thine eyes; keepthemin
the midst of thine heart. For they arelife unto those that find them,
and health to all their flesh.”

When the great day of judgment rollsaround and all the vanities
of lifeare past, the Word of God will sound forth atestimony unto
life to all that have embraced it. By it angels and men shall be
judged. The Lord will not bypass or ignore hisWord to saveasin-
gle soul. Take away the Word and you have no approach to God.

Thedivineschedulefor theworld, thechurch and hiskingdomis
geared to the prophetic unfolding of God’s Word. Churches and
men who honor the Word are honored of God. Those who try to
hinder and oppose it are ground to powder. Those who refuse the
lighted pathway of the Word end up in the quagmire of sin and de-
lusion. Ps. 119:105.

Thelast words recorded by John as he finished the record of the
Revelation, Rev. 22:17-19, isamost solemn warning concerning
the Word of God. “For | testify unto every man that heareth the
wordsof the prophecy of thisbook, If any man shall add unto these
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
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Chapter 2 What Are These Keys?

life, and out of the holy city, and from the thingswhich are written
in thisbook.” (verses 18,19).

THE BLOOD

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the
word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the
death.” Rev. 12:11.

In overcoming Satan the blood of the Lamb is the first thing
mentioned inimportance by which we overcome. Since man could
not in any wise earn or merit salvation, God provided the
blood-sprinkled mercy seat.

Inthe parabl e of the Pharisee and the Publican, wehaveapicture
of true grace and self-righteousness. The Pharisee boasted in his
religiousgood worksof tithing and fasting and was so glad hewas-
n’'t like other men, especially the hated Publicans. The Publicanre-
alized he was a destitute sinner and asked for mercy according to
God's provision of grace as typified by the mercy seat.

The word “merciful” (hilaskomai) as used by the Publican,
pointed to the Old Testament mercy seat. The Publican realized
there was no justification apart from the blood-sprinkled mercy
Seat

May we redlize that our only means of approach to God is
through the blood shed on Calvary. Heb. 10:19 says, “Having
therefore, boldnessto enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.”

Though the blood alone makes us worthy, it makes usfully and
completely worthy if wewill only believe. “In burnt offeringsand
sacrificesfor sinthou hast had no pleasure.” Heb. 10:6. “ Therefore
being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Rom.5:1.

Truly thisis a staggering truth to think that God has provided a
way we can befully justified apart from the works of the law. Gal.
2:21. Our old Adamic natureisself-righteousness. It isindeed hard
to conceive of the grace of God that condemned Jesus that we
might go free.

His shed blood is our guarantee of freedom. Through it thevile
and unclean sinner can come into the presence of a holy God. Its
cleansing andjustifying power isperfect and complete. Col. 2:10, |
Peter 1:18-19. Instead of being fearful and trembling, the sinner
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What Are These Keys? Chapter 2

can boldly come into the presence of God through the blood. Heb.
10:19.

After justification, the child of God needsto remind Satan of the
blood every time he tries to make him doubt. Nothing is as effec-
tivein our warfare against Satan and his demon host as the blood.
The devil hatesthe blood of Christ because he knowsit means his
defeat.

Reminding yourself of the precious blood will also give you
great assurance and faith in prayer. When the spirit of condemna-
tion would keep you from communion with the Lord, think of the
blood. Point the devil to the blood and watch him flee from you.
AlsoremindtheL ord of the preciousblood when you comeintohis
presence in prayer.

Thedevil hasto honor the blood and the Lordispleased to do so.
The Spirit of God will always bear witness to the blood of Christ.
Heb. 10:15.

When we understand this great truth of the blood and begin to
reckon on its power, we have indeed discovered another great key
of the kingdom.

CONFESSION OF OUR FAITH

Our confession of faith could be called the word of our testi-
mony or the word of faith just aseasily. Rev. 12:11 speaks of it as
theword of testimony. Heb. 4:14 callsit our profession, while Heb.
10:34 callsit our profession of faith.

Now the word of testimony spoken of in Rev. 12:11 is nothing
more or less than confessing the truth of God in the face of
faith-trying circumstances. It means to believe and confess what
God’ sword saysrather than givein to adverse or contrary circum-
stances.

Upon first consideration thismay not seem to be very important
but such isnot the case. It is actually that most important piece of
armour referred to asthe shield of faith in verse 16 of Ephesians 6.
Pleasenote Paul says, “ Aboveall, taking the shield of faith, where-
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.”

It isgoing against the natural current of prevailing conditionsto
confessthat God istrue. Not only isit confessing that God istrue
but it is acting upon your confession. It is marching forward into
the swollen waters of Jordan beforethewatersare parted. Itisfaith
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Chapter 2 What Are These Keys?

that staggers not at the promise but believes so strongly it gives
glory to God in advance. Rom. 4:20.

Not only isit afaith that precipitates confession and action but it
also withstands the ondaughts of the adversary when al visible
hopeand helpisgone. Itisbelieving and confessing the promise of
God while the enemy rages and hurls his lies, accusations, and
sense-laden thoughts of discouragement at you. We cannot over-
emphasizethisdivineprincipleasitisamost vital key to overcom-
ing the devil.

The secret is learning to say what God's word says instead of
what our sensestell us. Beit circumstances, friend, foe or the devil
himself, we must learn to cast down imaginations and every high
thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. Il Cor.
10:4-6.

Theknowledge of God ishisword. Whenwelearnto go by what
God saysrather than earth knowledge, thelaw of the Spirit of lifein
Christ Jesuswill set usfreefromthelaw of sinand death. Rom. 8:2.

Too long we have gone by what we havefelt, what we have seen
and what we have heard. Observing these lying vanities we have
forsaken our own mercy. Jonah 2:8. Confessing these things in-
stead of the word we have been snared by the words of our mouth.
Prov. 6:2.

We have not understood that the power of lifeand deathisinthe
tongue. Prov.18:21. It isawholesome tongue that is atree of life.
Prov. 15:4. Through a negative confession we minister death to
ourselves and to others.

| recently received aletter from alady who had suffered much
physically for several years. Intheletter shesaid, “Thepainisa-
most unbearable at times. | can’t stand it much longer.” This dear
lady didn’t realizeit but shewaslaying the ground work for defeat.
The words of her mouth, a negative confession, were the snare.

Had she known and believed God’ s word she would have said.
“Thereis no temptation (trial) taken me but such asis common to
man. But God isfaithful, He will not permit me to be tried above
that | am able, but will provide away of escapethat | might be able
to bear it. | can do al things through Christ which strengtheneth
me.” | Cor. 10:13, Phil. 4:13.

Thisconfession would have put into motion thelaw of the Spirit
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of lifein Christ Jesus. It would have ministered lifeand strength to
her. It would have delivered her from the law of sin and death.

Another trick of the enemy to keep us from making a positive
confession isto get usto put it off until another day. Hetellsuswe
are not ready, we must have greater faith, a certain feeling before
we can claim the blessing. Thisamountsto our believing the Lord
must cometo usintheform of aspiritual experiencebeforewedare
believe hisword. Thisof course, isjust the opposite from thetruth.
It is Satan’s lie to keep us bound by the law of sin and death.

“But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh on this wise.
Say not in thine heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is, to
bring Christ down from above:) Or, Who shall descend into the
deep? (that is, to bring Christ again from the dead.) But what saith
it? Theword isnigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that
is, the word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess
with thy mouth the L ord Jesus, and shalt believeinthine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.” Rom. 10:6-10.

God isjust as closeto us as hisword. Even in our mouth and in
our heart, theword of faith. Thepower of lifeisin our tongue. With
the mouth confession is made unto salvation. Confession is made
unto salvation. Mouth — confession — salvation.

Please notice in the temptation of Christ by Satan in the wilder-
ness that Jesus met every advance of the enemy with the word of
God. Luke 4:1-13. It wasn't enough for Jesus to be familiar with
these scriptures when he faced Satan. In resisting the three great
temptations Jesus quoted the scriptures to Satan by saying, “It is
written.” We likewise need to be fortified with the word of God,
the sword of the Spirit. Meet every thought, temptation and trial
with the word of God and see what happens in this battle against
Satan.

But surely someone will think, “ Such phenomenal faith is not
for me.” If that iswhat you are thinking you areright now listening
to the voice of the enemy. Rebuke him thisinstant, tell him heisa
liar and the father of it. Also tell him that you can do all things
through Christ which strengthens you. Phil. 4:13.

Asyou exerciseyour faith it will develop and grow. Regardless
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of how littleand meager you may think your faithis, begintouseit
every opportunity you have. Confesswith your mouth what God' s
word declares. Keep confessing it evenif you think it’ sonly of the
mind. Sooner or later it will enter your heart and when this hap-
pens, Satan’s power over you is broken.

How we need to redlizethat if theliving Christ dwellsin us, po-
tentialy, we have the power to raise the dead, cleanse the leper,
cast out devils and heal the sick. Not only that, but the Lord has
givenuspower over al the power of theenemy. Luke 10:19. Asfar
as God is concerned, we that are in Christ have overcome Satan
and theworld. | John 4:4, 5:4.

It is up to us to ssimply recognize these facts and confess and
claim our rightsin Christ. The confession of our mouth can mean
the difference between victory and defeat. What we believein our
heart we will confess. Therefore let usfill our heart with the word
of God. Psa. 119:11. L et uscontinually confessto God, to man, to
Satan, and above all to ourselves.

THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST

Failure to acknowledge and honor Christ as Lord leads to spiri-
tual ruin. Any individual, group or systemthat failsto honor Christ
asLord and head will becomethetool of Satan. Thisisthe reason
for the invention of doctrinesthat exalt men, experiences and sys-
temsrather than Christ. An over-emphasisof somethingthat istrue
and proper isoften atrick of theenemy tolead astray. If Satan can’t
lead man into heresy hewill lead him into some over- emphasisor
extreme. Thisin itself serves the same purpose.

Thisno doubt was Paul’ sconcerninwarning the Colossians|est
they be led astray and spoiled through the teachings of man. Col.
2:8-10. It not only leads man into afal se position that spoilshis ef-
fectiveness, but it also leads away from the Lordship of Christ.

Whatever spirit we listen to will be our source of inspiration.
The Holy Spirit, evil spirits and the human spirit are the only
source of spirit life that can influence man. Because of its corrupt
condition the human spirit is incapable of leading man aright.

Thisisthe reason man must constantly honor and ook to Christ
as head. To the degree we behold our glorious head and honor him
wewill befilledwith hislife. Inall thingshemust havethe preemi-
nence. Col. 1:18.
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| believe it was Peter’s own human spirit that wanted to build
three tabernacles in honor of the transfiguration. His idea would
have, no doubt, been accepted by most religious peopletoday asa
great thing, but it wasn't God.

The Father’ s admonition to hear the beloved Son must ever be
honored by the church of Jesus Christ. Christ alone at the right
hand of the Father has the authority, the privilege and the honor of
directing hisbody, the church. Healonecould say, “ ... al power is
given unto me in heaven and earth.” Matt. 28:18.

Christ must be looked to constantly to direct the affairs of his
church. In our worship services the Lord Jesus must be the center
and object of every song, every expression of praise and every-
thing we do. In all decisions affecting our personal lives and the
church, Christ must be kept at the center.

It must ever be kept in mind that he (Christ) is the head of all
principality and power. He has been given a name above every
name. Heisthehead of the church. The Father hasplaced him over
all thingsin heaven and in the earth. Eternal vigilenceis necessary
lest this great key be lost. Eph. 1:19-23. Cal. 2:8-10.

THE BODY OF CHRIST

Therevelation of thebody of Christissimply the continuation of
therevelation of Christ. For, indeed, hisbody isonewith him even
as he is one with the Father. “For we are members of his body, of
his flesh and of hisbones.” Eph. 5:30.

Even as God was in Christ, Christ isin his body, the church.
They cannot be separated for they are one. Paul callsus“members
of Christ.” | Cor. 6:15.

Jesus said that persecution of the church was persecution of him-
self. Acts 9:15. John 15:18-20, Gal. 4:29. In Matt. 25:35-40 Jesus
said, “For | was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: | wasthirsty,
and ye gave medrink: | wasastranger, and ye took mein: Naked,
and ye clothed me: | was sick, and ye visited me: | was in prison,
and ye cameunto me. Then shall therighteousanswer him, saying,
Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and
gavethee drink?When saw wetheeastranger, and took theein? or
naked, and clothed thee? or when saw we thee sick, or in prison,
and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say unto them,
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Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch asye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.”

Failureto discern the body of Christ isthe cause of much of our
trouble, physical and spiritual. | Cor. 11:29. Aslong asweareblind
to the needs, problems and wounds of our brother, the body of
Christ will remain weak and sick. | Cor. 12:26. Luke 10:30-37. No
ministry or life can be effective until they discernthe Lord’ sbody.
It is only when we discern the Lord’ s body that we are willing to
lay down our life for the brethren.

Earthly relationships and values have to go when we discern the
Lord sbody. Matt. 12:46-50.

Itisthetreasure hid inthefield (theworld) for which aman will
sell al and buy. Matt. 13:44. Itisthetreasurein earthen vessels. |1
Cor. 4:7.

To see the body, the church, meansto see God' s earthly habita-
tion or dwelling place—the placewhere he meetswith hispeoplein
all wisdom, knowledge, authority and power. Matt. 16:18-19,
18:15-19, | Cor. 5:1-13, Eph. 1:22-23, 2:19-22, 3:8-10.

The revelation of the body comes in exactly the same way the
revelation of the head does. Matt. 16:17. It issimply afurther step
in the unveiling of the mystery hid in God. Eph. 3:8-10, 5:29-32.
Truly therevelation of thebody isone of thegreat keysof theking-
dom.

To seethe body meansto seethe citizens of God' s eternal king-
dom that will soon judge the world and angels. | Cor. 6:1-3.

Failureto seethe body isthe cause of much divisionand strife. It
isgreatly responsible for the independence and rebellion of many
who walk alone in the vanity of their own minds.

Therevelation of the body isagiant step toward deliverancein
bringing unity and strength that can only experienced as we walk
together in one body.

The revelation of the body of Christ is an absolute essential to
unity. Nothing will take the place of unity. The whole purpose of
calvary and the sufferings of Christ isto make us one — one with
God the Father and his Son Jesus Christ and one with each other in
the church, the body of Christ.

The causeof thecurse, death and all human sufferingisthesin of
division that separated man from God in the Garden. God'’ s great
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purposein hisSon’scoming to thiscursed earth, dying onthecross
and the ministry of the church isto bring reconciliation and unity.
The Holy Spirit will bear witnessto the unity of God’ s peoplelike
nothing else. Jesussaid in Matt. 18:20, “For wheretwo or threeare
gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”

Psalm 133:1-3 gives us abeautiful picture of the result of unity
among thebrethren. Jesus’ prayer that we might be made perfectin
one as he and the Father were onewasthat the world might believe
that the Father sent the Son. John 17:20-23.

Nothing like unity among brethren will convince unbelievers of
thereality of Christinthemidst. Likewise, strife, division and con-
fusion is Satan’s most effective means of turning the lost away
from Christ and the church.

Discernment of the body of Christ is a revelation of the Holy
Spirit that Christis(present tense) comein theflesh of hisbody the
church. This revelation is a must to bring unity to the body of
Christ.

THE LOCAL CHURCH

Discernment of the body of Christ also means to see the sover-
eign completeness of the local church assembly in a given place.
We havethought and spoken so much about themystical, universal
body of Christ until we have lost sight of or failed to see the local
church as the body of Christ in a particular place.

A church with two or three that have truly been formed by the
Holy Spirit has as much right and authority to operate and repre-
sent Christin the earth as one with two or three thousand. Actually
itisnot amatter of numbers, small or great. Jesus said, “ For where
two or three are gathered together in my name, theream | in the
midst of them.” Matt. 18:20.

Since we are completein himwho isthe head of al principality
and power (Col. 2:8-10) what more could we have with himin our
midst? AstheLord of hostshe could command tenthousand angels
to come to our rescue in amoment of time.

Someone will ask the question, “If thisistrue, why then are so
many of the churches spiritually destitute and void of the life of
Christ?” Theanswer issimple, they were not formed by therevela-
tion of Jesus Christ. Matt. 16:13-19. They can never qualify ashis
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church. They do not behold the head (Christ) nor discern the body
(the church).

Brought together by a hodge-podge of many spirits operating
under acloak of religion, the peoplein such churchesare not capa-
ble of being subject to the church or moving as abody. Because of
thelack or revelation they feel noreal loyalty or obligationto their
brother or the church. Thisis especially true when their wills are
crossed or interfered with.

It is such people as this that like the universal, mystical church
theory. They aso liketo say that we are al brotherswith the same
father (God) going to the same place (heaven). When it comes to
subjection to the church or those that have therule over them, they
areprivateinterpreters of theword that go by their own interpreta-
tions.

Asmembers one of another we are not complete apart from our
brother. Every member of Christ’ sbody contributes some measure
of Christ that is needed by the whole.

To the degree that the church walkstogether in union with each
other will the life and power of Christ be manifest. If we would
have Christ in our midst to loose and bind on earth we must seethe
body and walk together.

Beyond doubt, this is one of the great keys of the kingdom.
Without thiskey wewill not be ableto usethe other keys. Thekeys
of the kingdom are given to Christ’s church for the benefit of the
church. All attempted use of the keysfor any other purpose simply
builds some form of Babylon that must fall.

Only Christ’s church built by revelation through the use of the
keys of the kingdom will be able to stand. The very gates of hell
will not prevail against it.

COMMUNION

Though it may have occurred to most people, communion
through prayer, praise and thanksgiving is a marvelous means of
expressing what we believe in our heart. It is atestimony of what
webelieve. Praise and thanksgiving aswell asprayer must beculti-
vated by those who would overcome.

It should be done orally, in the assembly, and in our private de-
votions. It should be done in song and in word, always from the
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heart. Nothing will put the enemy to flight quicker than genuine
praise. God dwellsin the midst of the praises of Isragl.

Regular seasons of prayer, praise and thanksgiving are as neces-
sary in maintaining a good spiritual condition as good food, rest,
fresh air, sunshine and bodily exercise is in keeping physically
strong.

Thisbattlebeingintheream of the spirit, wemust be spiritually
strong to wage war against the enemy. “But ye, beloved, building
up yourselveson your most holy faith, prayinginthe Holy Ghost.”
Jude 20.

Prayer isone of your most potent weapons. Someone hasrightly
said, “ Satan trembles when the weakest saint goes to his knees.”

Thisis why Satan works so diligently and cleverly at keeping
God's people from praying. We would be surprised at the adept
strategy that is used against us by the enemy to keep us from
prayer.

Didyou ever notice how difficultitistofind timefor aseason of
prayer?Y ou seemto beeternally busy or have something you need
to do before you pray. When you take time out and actually begin
to pray, itisdifficult to relax and give yourself to prayer for think-
ing about all the things that need to be done.

Another trick of the enemy isto flood our mindswith irrelevant
thoughts that keep us from necessary concentration. If he can, Sa-
tan will minister unbelief to us through negative thoughts or
self-condemnation.

Carnal fellowship, unnecessary tel ephone gossip and television
aretime-consuming devicesthat really aid theenemy inkeeping us
from prayer.

Whatever is necessary, the enemy will do to keep usfrom pray-
ing or to hinder uswhilein prayer. Heknows better than we do that
prayer isour lifeline to heaven.

To have an effective prayer life you must discipline yourself to
take time out for regular seasons of prayer. This cannot be done if
you are in ahurry or pressed in your spirit about other matters.

Study the lives of the apostles, prophets and the holy men and
womenin every age— all of themwere dedicated prayer warriors.
Daniel prayed three times a day toward Jerusalem. Dan. 6:10.
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Prayer wasthe outstanding characteristic of the early church. Acts
1:14, 4:24-31, 6:4.

THINGS | HAVE LEARNED

| havelearned that we must taketime out to pray whether wefeel
likeit or not. In fact, | have often gone to the place of prayer with
contrary and negative feelings. Going to prayer when you don’t
feel likeit isan act of faith that God will honor.

Prayer must be done in arelaxed manner simply talking to the
Lord as you would to your best friend. You don’'t need to know
what to pray or how to phrase your words. The Holy Spirit will in-
spireand aid you asyou wait patiently infaith upon theLord. Rom.
8:26.

If you feel unworthy and condemned because of your failures
just remember that there is none good but one and that is God.
Mark 10:18. It isonly through the blood that any of us are worthy.
Because of Jesus' blood and righteousness which has been im-
puted to uswe have perfect accessinto the presence of aholy God.
Heb. 10:19 says, “Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of Jesus.”

Attimeswhenit has been difficult to get into aspirit of prayer, |
have found that a relaxed patience with praise and thanksgiving
will open the door. Thisno doubt is one of the meanings of Psalm
100:4. “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts
with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.”

Several yearsago | discovered whileworking with ademon pos-
sessed person that you are subject to get tired after awhileand will
movein yourself instead of the Holy Spirit. Since the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal you cannot cast out devils when you
move in the flesh. Il Cor. 10:3-5.

When | realized what waswrong | would simply stop and begin
reading my Bible aloud to the demons, especially passages of
scripture about the blood, the victory of calvary and our authority
over the devil.

| wouldfollow thisexercisewith praiseand thanksgiving for au-
thority and victory over Satan and his evil host. This resulted in
building up our faith and enabling us to move in the Spirit in our
battle against the power of the spirit that was so obstinately trying
to hold on to their victim.
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Time and again thisexercise of faith in praise and thanksgiving
would bring victory out of weariness and defeat. Since we do not
operatefromthehigh plane or plateau of Jesusand theearly church
wearein aprocess of learning many thingsthat will bring back to
the power and glory of the early church.

Through praise and thanksgiving we draw nigh to God and hein
return draws nigh to us. James 4:8. Singing unto the Lord from
your heart is a very effective form of praise and thanksgiving. It
will work wonders in the lives of those being oppressed by evil
spirits. God desires praise and worship and will blessyou with his
presence when you do so. By the sametoken Satan hatesfor you to
worship the Lord and will flee from you when you do it.

Thereisadirect connection between being filled with the Spirit
and worshipping the Lord. Eph. 5:18-20. Y ou cannot worship and
praisethe L ord from your heart without being filled with the Spirit.
“God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in
gpirit and in truth.” John 4:24.

Itiswhilewearethusin hispresencethat we are strengthenedin
theinner man and spiritually fortified to meet and defeat our adver-
sary the devil. Being Spirit, the Lord is approached through these
spiritual exercises. “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and
into his courts with praise; be thankful unto him, and bless his
name.” Psalm 100:4.

Thisindeed isakey to the kingdom and must be discovered and
used by thechurchinthishour. It opensthedoor intojoy, peaceand
the Spirit-filled life. It means victory to those that discover it.

JUDGMENT

Judgment isa principle that is overlooked and forgotten during
timesof apostasy. Y et no church or individual can have God' scon-
tinued blessings upon them if they reject judgment. God loves
righteous judgment.

Thiskey, along with other keys of the kingdom, must be used if
the church isto be cleansed and perfected. Use of thiskey will re-
store the fear of the Lord to the church and cause many to judge
themselves. This was one of the secrets of the early church that
must be restored. Read Acts 5:1-16.

Hosea2:14-20 givesusabeautiful prophetic pictureof theresto-
ration of the churchwith judgment. Verse 15 says, “And | will give
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her her vineyardsfrom thence, and thevalley of Achor for adoor of
hope: and she shall sing there, asin the daysof her youth, and asin
the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.”

The valley of Achor (trouble) is the place where Achan was
judged for hissin against God and Israel. Josh. 7:26. Thevalley of
Achor isgivento usfor adoor of hope. Thisisthe judgment of the
church before restoration.

After this she (the church) shall sing asinthe days of her youth.
Thisisalsothetimewhen the church will be betrothed (married) to
the Lord forever. Verse 19.

The church must be purified by the word in judgment before it
will be allowed to execute the word in judgment upon the world.
Eph. 5:26, Isa. 4:4.

Judgment will begin first at the house of God. | Peter 4:17.

The ministry, whose duty it isto lead the church out of the wil-
dernessinto spiritual Canaan, will first execute the word in judg-
ment. “And | will turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away
thedross, and take away all thy tin: And | will restorethy judgesas
at the beginning, afterward thou shalt be called, The city of righ-
teousness, thefaithful city. Zion shall be redeemed with judgment,
and her converts with righteousness.” Isa. 1:25-27.

“And | will causeyou to passunder therod, and | will bring you
into the bond of the covenant: And | will purge out from among
you the rebels and them that transgress against me: | will bring
them forth out of the country wherethey sojourn and they shall not
enter into the land of Isragl: and ye shall know that | amtheLord.”
Ezek. 20:37-38.

“For Mosestruly said unto thefathers, A prophet shall the Lord
your God raise up unto you of your brethren likeunto me; him shall
ye hear in all thingswhatsoever he shall say unto you. And it shall
cometo pass, that every soul which will not hear that prophet shall
be destroyed from among the people.” Acts 3:22-23.

After judgment is executed upon some, as it was in the early
church, Acts 5:1-11, the fear of the Lord will be restored. When
that happens we will not have to worry about the wrong kind of
peoplejoining up with us. Isa. 52:1, Acts 5:13.

In asense, we tie the hands of God and harbor and protect un-
godly rebels by our failure to execute the word. When the church
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beginsto carry out the teaching of theword inregardsto discipline
and judgment, we will see the Lord more mightily confirm his
word as we loose and bind on earth. | Cor. 5, Acts 5:1-11.

Theword must be obeyed or executed if we expect God to work.
Hitherto we havetried to pray away these things. We havetried to
tongue and prophesy them away. Psychology and politics have
been used. Still others have just closed their eyes hoping they
would go away in time.

The only remedy is obedience to the word of God. When the
church learns this lesson, it will be able to go forth in victory and
power. Not only will it have faith and power to execute the judg-
ment written, but it will also execute the word in deliverance and
hope even to the raising of the dead.

Thiskey can only be used by those who arefirst tested and tried
and found faithful. Too many, likethedisciples, would want to call
fire down upon the heads of those who disagreed with them. Luke
9:52-56.

Hewhowouldjudge must first bejudged andlearntojudgehim-
self. If we are to judge the world and angels, surely we must first
learn to judge ourselves. | Cor. 6:1-13.

Use of this key will shake the foundations of iniquity and liter-
ally cause kingdoms to fall. Psalm 149:6-9 says, “Let the high
praise of God be in their mouth, and a two edged sword in their
hand: To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments
upontheir people. To bind their kingswith chains, and their nobles
with fetters of iron; To execute upon them the judgment written:
this honour have al his saints. Praise ye the Lord.”

| believe this scripture is prophetic of the execution of God's
word injudgment that will be carried out by the church at the close
of this dispensation.

These seven principles or keyswill work wondersin the church
that will dare to believe and use them. Any church or group that
usesthemwill beledinto all truth and righteousness. And they can
also expect Lucifer and his demon army to come mightily against
them. He hates these keys because they spell his defeat.
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Chapter 3
The Curse of Religion

Inthestrictest sensethe keysof thekingdom have never beenre-
moved from the church. Through unbelief and vain tradition the
church has been stripped of the knowledge and faith to use the
keys. Y ou can’t use something you don’t know you have. In fact,
the condition of the churchin thisareain many casesisworsethan
asimplelack of knowledge. Actually many have been taught not to
believe in such things for today.

Those that believe or professto believe in the supernatural for
today are looked upon as heretics or ignorant religious fanatics.
And to be frank with you some of them are just that.

Y ou can usually distinguish the ignorant and the fanatics from
those who have a genuine revelation of the Holy Spirit. Much of
their ministry will be a charade of fleshly manifestation and
over-emphasis of their supposed faith and power. Like Simon the
sorcerer (Acts8:9-11), they actually bewitchtheir spiritually igno-
rant followers by their pretended great power.

Another group | certainly do not agree with or approve of isthe
supposed healing evangelists that go from town to town pitching
their tents, holding their healing or miraclerevivals and then mov-
ing on. Many of these ministries are not ignorant but brilliant and
very adept at relieving people of their money and then moving on
leaving them holding the bag.

Those who do not believe the supernatural isfor the church are
another example of how religioustradition hasmadevoid theword
of God. Matt. 15:6. When the church ceased to manifest the glory
and power of God they began to justify their impotence by saying
these things passed away after the establishment of the early
church.

In process of time this excuse became atraditional concept ac-
cepted and believed by many. It isthe same type of reasoning and
belief that has al so done away with the ministry of apostlesfor to-
day.
If the church ever needed foundational ministries capable of us-
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ing thekeysof thekingdomitisinthishour. We need to rediscover
the foundational truths the early church was built upon and start
over again. Psa. 11:3, Eph. 2:20. Thank God! | believethiswork of
restorationistaking place. Joel 2:23-25. Although thereisno hope
for religious Babylon as awhole there is aremnant that will hear
the voice of the Lord and come to him without the camp. Heb.
13:13, Rev. 18:4.

RELIGIOUS FORM

Since most churches and religious movements are captives of
sometype of religious form therewill never be arelease of God's
power through them in the use of the keys of the kingdom. Il Tim.
3:5 speaks of this condition in the last days by saying, “Having a
form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn

Religious form denies or limits God' s power to the confines of
itsbeliefsand traditions. Thisincludesthe condition of the church
whichisoften devoid of God’ s power and under the control of de-
mons. Rev. 18:2. Religiousform isaclever substitute given to fill
the void left by alack of spiritual reality and power.

A form is something that is designed to contain or hold some-
thinginplace. Itisameansof limiting something to acertain quan-
tity, size or shape. Most religiousform which isdesigned by Satan
serves the same purpose in limiting or denying the expression of
God'’ s power.

Religiousformisaclever and cursed device of Satan to keep the
modern church from spiritual reality that would bring meninto un-
ion with Christ. By virtue of its example and teaching it not only
keeps men from Christ but also ministers blinding prejudice
against God'’ struth and power that would set them free. It actually
serves to seal them in their sins.

Religiousform not only deniesthe power thereof by its obvious
spiritual impotence but it makes no place for the manifestation of
the Spiritual because of unbelief. Much of theword of God cannot
betaught in apositive and rel evant way because supernatural man-
ifestations such as healing, signs and wonders are not supposed to
take placetoday. Since faith cometh by hearing you cannot obtain
faith where there is no ministry of faith present.

Somereligiousforms have abeautiful and impressive facade or
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external appearance. Jesus would liken them to “... whited
sepul chres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but arewithin
full of dead men’s bones, and all uncleanness.” Matt. 23:27.

At the other end of the spectrum of religious form we have the
noisy, demonstrative type that shouts glory, hallelujah, speaksin
tongues, and boasts of the power that surges up and down their
backbone.

Regardless of what the form may be, you amost know
step-by-step the order of the serviceswhen you walk in the door of
such churches. In the quiet, dignified type they give you a printed
program outlining the service from beginning to end. In the dem-
onstrative, noisy typeyou can expect much hand clapping, singing
withloud musical instrumentswhich often drownsout the lyrics of
their song. They will have onetimewhen everybody isexhorted to
cometothealtar for prayer. The preaching ispunctuated by “ halle-
lujah” and “glory to God,” speaking in tongues and exclamations
of “I feel the power.” All this may be attended with dancing, jerk-
ing and other physica demonstrations. The charismatics have
toned all this down. They concentrate on bringing in Catholic
priests, Presbyterian ministers and ex-gangsterswho tell you how
they received the baptism. Then we have the good-God type that
are alwaysdishing out blessingswhen you give generously to their
great crusades.

Whether theformisnoisy and demonstrative or quiet and digni-
fieditscaptivesmust be set freeif they areto moveinthe Spirit and
use the keys of the kingdom.

Form affects all of usto some degree including great religious
systems, local churches and individual human beings. Like the
world system in genera religion that has a form of godliness but
denies the power thereof is anti-God and anti-Christ.

We can’t see beyond the confines of the form that imprisons us.
Indeed weresent and will resist any effort to changethe statusquo.

Before we can use the keys of the kingdom thisform that holds
us captive must be shattered. Before we can see anything better or
different we must be delivered from the curse of religionform. As
long as people are satisfied as they are there will be no change. If
they are convinced and happy as a Baptist, Methodist, Catholic or
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Pentecostal, they will remain captiveto their own particular brand
of religious form.

Until the churchisableto usethekeysof thekingdominloosing
and binding on earth it standsin need of vital transformation. This
can only be accomplished by the renewing of our minds as Paul
saysin Rom. 12:1-2.

Our minds can never berenewed apart from truth relevant to our
need. Thistruth must comethrough ministriesthat have such truth.
Il Tim. 2:6 isjust as applicable today as it was when written to
young Timothy by the apostle Paul. “The husbandman that
laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.”

We cannot minister something we do not have. The church can-
not be established on today’ s traditional concept of religion. We
must havetherevelation of Christ for hischurchtoday. Itiswhat he
issaying today, Heb. 3:7, and not what the M ethodists, the Baptists
or the Pentecostals are saying.

Truth given by the Spirit is always relevant to man’s need. As
the Lord said to the seven churches, “Hethat hath an ear to hear let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” Rev. 2:29.

What he is saying today is the exceeding great and precious
promisesthat will enable usto partake of thedivinenature. |1 Peter
1:4. Today’ srevelationisrelevant, itisfresh, itisvita, itispower-
ful and life-giving. It isactually Christ the head speaking through
the ministry to his body the church according to the need. This
alone will restore the church and once again enable it to use the
keys of the kingdom.

The professing church without Christ as head and destitute of
therevelation of Christ can never usethekeysof thekingdom. Like
Hagar with nolegitimate status asthe wife of Abraham, neither the
apostate church nor its children (converts) have any part or lot in
thekingdom of God. Jerusalem from above, the church of thefirst-
born whose names are written in heaven are the true heirs. Gal.
4:22-31, Heb. 12:22-24.
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The Purpose of theKeys

Although we have already considered the purpose of the keys of
the kingdom further elaboration is necessary. Generally speaking,
keys servetwo purposes. They are used to lock and unlock various
things including doors, gates, safes, cages, vaults, etc.

Keysof thekingdom likewiselock and unlock things pertaining
to the realm of the spirit. It is only by and through the keys of the
kingdom that spiritual prisons can be opened. The kingdom itself
must be opened with these keys.

Jesus said, “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised. To preachtheacceptableyear of theLord. Luke4:18-19.

It will be noted from the above quotation that deliverance and
liberty are accomplished by the anointing. It isthe use of theword
by the anointing of God’ s Spirit that enables us to use the keys of
the kingdom. Use of the keys of the kingdom is simply the Holy
Spirit using the word in various aspects of manifestation such as
healing, deliverance and salvation. It iswhen the church usesthese
keysthat it isinvincible. Jesus said that the gates of hell would not
prevail against it. Matt. 16:18.

NEED OF DELIVERANCE

For sometimenow | havefelt agreat need for cleansing and de-
liverance of God's people. Like never before | have been made
aware of the carnality and spiritual bondage that exists. Many can-
not worship the Lord in the freedom of the Spirit. Many have psy-
chological hang-upsthat keep them from hearing the word of God
with an open heart. Evil spirits have far too much influence on
some. Inertia or just plain indifference hold many in their grip.

Others need to be delivered from worldly and unnecessary ac-
tivitiesthat keep them from church attendance, prayer and service
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in general. Too many would rather play than pray. They are more
concerned about entertainment than they arethekingdom of God.

Many have closer ties of fellowship with unbelievers and the
world than they dowith the church and God’ speople. Asaresult of
this many marry unbelievers and reap a harvest of trouble and sor-
row. If theminister preachesthetruth according to theword of God
heis called a narrow-minded bigot.

Where such conditions prevail evil spirits operate without fear
because there is no discernment or anointing to cast them out. Sa-
tan and hisevil host do not fear achurch that doesnot havethekeys
of the kingdom.

SIGN AND WONDERS

Although signs and wonders are not necessarily in evidence ev-
ery timethekeysof thekingdom arein use signswill certainly fol-
low those who use the keys of the kingdom.

In Mark 16:15-18 Jesus said, “... Go yeinto al the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.

“Hethat believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.

“And these signs shall follow them that believe: In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

“They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing,
it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.”

Please notice that there is not asingle hint given that signs and
wonders were to cease after the church was established. To the
contrary, signs were to follow them that believe. Aslong as men
continue to preach hisword in believing faith the promised signs
will follow.

The difference in the early church and the apostate church is
simply faith. Even Jesus was limited in what he could do because
of unbelief when he went back to Nazareth. Matt. 13:54-58.

Although many of the early disciples were ignorant and un-
learned men they continued to heal the sick, cast out devilsand on
occasion raisethe dead. They expected as much asthey went forth
preaching the word of God.

CONFIRMATION
Confirmation of theword wastherulerather than the exception.
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Thiswas God’ sway of saying, “ Theseare my servants, | have sent
them to you with my word.”

Thegreat difference between the primitive church and the mod-
ern churchisinthe onethey represent. The primitive church repre-
sented God. They were anointed and sent by the Holy Ghost. The
modern church represents man in theform of some church or man-
made denomination.

The primitive church had God's inspired message relevant to
the time and the need of the people. The modern apostate church
has a message that projects its particular doctrine and traditions.
And, I might add, sometimesthose are doctrines of devilsinspired
by seducing spirits. | Tim. 4:1.

This principle of the word being confirmed by signs following
was characteristic of the Lord Jesus, thetwel vedisciples, the apos-
tle Paul and the early church in general. Speaking of Paul and Bar-
nabas, Acts 14:3 says, “Long time therefore abode they speaking
boldly in the Lord, which gave testimony unto the word of his
grace, and granted signsand wondersto bedoneby their hands.”

Confirming the word with signs following or giving testimony
unto theword of hisgraceisexactly the samething. ItisGod bear-
ing witness by the Holy Ghost that it ishisword. Acts5:29-33. Je-
sussaid, “... the works which the Father hath given meto finish,
the same works that | do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath
sent me.” John 5:36.

FATHER GLORIFIED

Confirmation of thewordisto be expected when wemoveinthe
Spirit and preach his message. It is certainly no imposition to ex-
pect thiswhenwe havehisword. Signsand wondersthrough use of
thekeysof the kingdom bringsglory to the Father through the Son.
John 14:11-13, Acts 3:12-13, Mark 2:10-12.

The keys of the kingdom were given to the church, the body of
Christ. Independent operatives who say, “have gift will travel”
have no part in the use of the keys of the kingdom. The keyswere
given to deliver the elect from the kingdom of darkness and bring
them together in one body under the headship of Christ.

Individual ministrieswho usethe keys of the kingdom are actu-
aly anextension or arm of the body. Such ministriescarry Christ’s
burdenfor the church and recognizeit as Christ’ sbody intheearth.
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They know that whatever gift or ability they havewasgivenfor the
unity of perfection of Christ’s body. Eph. 4:1-13.

The local church is the body of Christ in a given or particular
place. Paul said to the church at Corinth, “Now ye are the body of
Christ, and membersin particular.” | Cor. 12:27.

They were not apart of the church or body of Christ. They were
the church at Corinth. As a sovereign body under the headship of
Christ each local church should be in possession of and using the
keys of the kingdom.

Thereisno greater power or authority on earth than the church.
Jesus said in Matt. 18:18, “Verily | say unto you. Whatsoever ye
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

Paul instructed the church at Corinth to turn one man over to Sa-
tan for the destruction of the flesh that the spirit might be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus. | Cor. 5:4-5. This man which was guilty
of fornication with his father’s wife was actually being sheltered
and protected as a part of the church. However, it was and is the
duty of the church to act in judgment against such flagrant immo-
rality.

According to Paul’ steaching the saintsshall judge theworld and
even angels. We are actually forbidden to turn to the judicial sys-
tem of the world in the settlement of problems pertaining to the
church and God'’ s people.

The local church does not have to be a perfect church or have
perfect revelation to use the keys of the kingdom. In spite of all the
wrong thingsthat existed in the Corinthian church it was the body
of Christ and came behind in no gift. | Cor. 1.7 & 12:27.

| believe the Lord is saying to his remnant church in this hour,
“Only believe and you will see the glory of God.” John 11:40.
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