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FOREWORD

These little booklets contain messages not ordinarily
found inreligious literature today. They represent no voice
or official organ of any church or denomination. The author
desiresto stay asfree as possible fromall groups and asso-
ciationsthat would hinder or confine his God given convic-
tions.

However, he fully realizes he is simply one member of
Christ’s great body and therefore not complete in himself.
Soitiswiththisunderstanding these messagesaresent forth
desiring not only to strengthen and enlighten Christ’s
Churchbut to submit the samefor confirmation to thosewho
have Christ in them.

Aslong asthe Lord enables and provides the messages
will be sent out free to all requesting them. Though no
charge is made for the booklets, the cost of publishing re-
mains and will have to be met by the gifts and offerings of
God' s people. Gifts are tax deductible.

Address all communicationsto: Midnight Cry Messen-
ger, P.O. Box 685, Southern Pines, N.C. 28388.

* ok K

“ But we are surethat THE JUDGMENT OF GOD isac-
cording to truth against them which commit such things.”
Rom. 2:2.

The Bibleisfilled with many examples of the judgment
of God. Sometimes it affects the whole earth such as the
flood in the days of Noah. Sometimesit is anational judg-
ment. At others, families or households are judged. Last of
al, God judges single individuals. Very often God's judg-
ment falls not on just the wicked unbeliever, but on hisown
people also. Regardless of whom or how severe the judg-
ment, it is always “according to truth.”

God isarighteousjudge and the penalty always suitsthe
crime—not aswemay seeor think, but accordingtotherigh-
teous judgment of God who judges not after the hearing of
the ear or the seeing of the eye.

Then too, God' s judgment doesn’t always come as soon
as, or inthemanner, wemight expect it, but it comesjust the
same.

MANY BLIND

Satan has blinded many today concerning the judgment
of God. In some religious circles, the emphasisis so upon
love until many have a distorted, unbalanced apprehension
of thetrue nature and character of God. Y ouwould beledto
believe by their one-sided view that God is so in love with
man, regardless of hissin and rebellion, until judgment has
no place in God's program. | tell you such is not the case.
Consider the following quotations which could be multi-
plied thousands of times if we had time and space: “God
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judgeth therighteous, and God isangry with thewicked ev-
ery day”. Psalm 7:11.

“... for | theLord thy God am ajealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and
fourth generation of them that hate me.” Exodus 20:5b.

“Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” Rom.
2:9.

“For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his
ears are open unto their prayers. but the face of the Lord is
against them that do evil.” | Peter 3:12.

Now among many of the questions we shall answer in
thismessage, we have thefollowing: Who does God judge?
How does he judge? When does he judge? First, let us con-
sider:

GOD’S PEOPLE

Hebrews 10:30 says, “For we know him that hath said,
vengeance belongeth unto me, | will recompense, saith the
Lord. And again, THE LORD SHALL JUDGE HIS PEO-
PLE."

The Lord is ever working with those who are histo per-
fect them, make them bear much fruit and conform them to
the image of his glory. Eph. 4:11-12; Heb. 6:1; John 15:2;
Rom. 8:25-30. During this process of teaching and spiritual
growth, the Lord has to discipline and correct his children
even as an earthly father would discipline his earthly chil-
dren. Sometimesthis spiritual discipline can be very severe
and grievous. But, asthe scripture says, “ neverthel ess after-
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto
them which are exercised thereby.” Heb. 12:5-11.

This discipline and correction is simply God's way of
judging and whipping hischildren for sin and disobedience.
Heb. 12:6 calls it chastening and scourging. The word
“scourgeth” in Heb. 12:6 comes from the Greek word
“mastigoo” and literally and figuratively means “to flog,
beat or whip” even as criminals were scourged by the Ro-
man flagellum during the days of Christ. Itisthe sameword
that is used for the scourging of our Lord Jesus Christ in
John 19:1.

But the Lord, in hisgoodness, would have uswalk in the
light and thus avoid the severity of the divine scourge. He
has given usthe Holy Spirit and his Word to teach and con-
vict us as we travel this pilgrim’'s pathway. John 16:13;
Rom. 8:9; Gadl. 4:6.

The Holy Spirit convicts and checks us when we trans-
gressor fail towalk inthelight. It isthen up to usto correct
our mistake or repent of our misdeed. Obedience to this di-
vine check will save us many lashes from the hands of our
heavenly Father who loves us and chastens us for our own
good. Heb. 12:5-6.

Every Christian has his share of this divine discipline.
Mere professors can, and often do, do many things and get
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by with it, but not the true children of God. “For whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
hereceiveth. If weendure chastening, God deal eth with you
aswith sons: for what son is hewhom the father chasteneth
not. But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are par-
takers (all sons of God are partakers), then are ye bastards
and not sons.” Heb. 12:6-8. In simple present day language,
Godteaches, convictsand whipshischildrenasthey needit.

Those who do not receive this chastening may claim to
be his, but they are bastards and not sons. In other words,
though they professthey areborn of God, heisnot their true
father.

The Lord first speaks to our heart and we are convicted
by that heavy, grieved and burdensomefeeling. Itisactually
the Holy Spirit which is grieved and this is God's way of
checking and letting us know. Humble repentance at this
point will often deliver you from further chastening, de-
pending, of course, on how much light you have sinned
against. Remember, God’s judgment is always “according
totruth against themwhich commit suchthings.” Rom. 2:2.

Regardless of the consequences, God'’ s children cannot
afford to continue in a state of disobedience. | Peter 5:5-6
says “... God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the
humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that hemay exalt youinduetime.” Theforego-
ing scripture is written to Christians.

HOW GOD JUDGES

Continued disobedience or rejection of light will surely
bring God'’ s judgment down upon the believer. This judg-
ment can come in many forms and ways. Much of the sick-
nessandill health of Christiansiscaused by disobedienceto
spiritual and natural laws that God has ordained for our
good. Exodus 15:26 and Deut. 28 clearly teachestransgres-
sion of God' sdivinelawswill bring theterrible curseof dis-
ease, sickness and death.

This principle of divine judgment is not confined to the
Old Testament alone. In | Cor. 11:17-34, we have aclassic
example of how God judges even Christians for disobedi-
ence. In this case, some of the Corinthian believers were
coming to the Lord’s supper in a drunken and gluttonous
manner. In verse 30 Paul tells them, “For this cause many
areweak and sickly among you, and many sleep.” Not only
were some of them sick and physically weak, but many had
died.

In verse 31, the apostle tells them that self-judgment
would keep the Lord from judging, and it will be noted by
the careful student that the apostle uses the pronouns “we
and ourselves,” which, of course, simply meansheincludes
himself.

In verse 32, he states that when the Lord judges, he also
chastens, “that we should not be condemned with the
world.” Hallelujah! Though it is grievous at the time of the

-3-



chastening, it isbecausewe are hisand heiswhipping usfor
our own good that we be not condemned with the world.

Although the believer isin mind here, unbelievers also
suffer in their bodies and minds when they break the laws
which God has ordained for the good of the human family.
The principle of sowing and reaping appliesto saintand sin-
ner alike. For example, many aredying from lung cancer to-
day because they have, for years, broken God's law, both
spiritual and natural, in smoking cigarettes. The scripture
plainly teachesthat weareto*“... cleanse ourselvesfrom all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the
fear of theLord.” Il Cor. 7:1.

God sWord also teachesthat hewill destroy usif we de-
file our body which is the temple of the Holy Ghost. | Cor.
3:16-17. Though thistype of judgment isthe result of reap-
ing things sown in theflesh over aperiod of time, God often
moves more swiftly and directly when we sin against great
light.

Take, for example, David who committed aterriblesinin
taking another man’ swife and having the man putin aplace
where he would be killed. 1l Sam. 11, 12. For this terrible
sin, God smote the child born to David and Bathsheba de-
spite the fact that David fasted and prayed seven days. |1
Sam. 12:14-23.

This was just the beginning of David's reaping for his
great sin. Hislifewasfilled with sorrow, shame, heartache
and bloodshed asaresult. Hewastold by the prophet of God
that evil would be raised up against him in his own house
and that the sword would never depart from his house. One
of hissons, Amnon, raped hishalf sister; another son, Absa-
lom, killed Amnon in cold blood and had to |eave home,
family and kingdom. Later returning, he led a rebellion
against his own father whom he tried to kill as he tempo-
rarily took the kingdom. While reigning over the kingdom,
Absalom went in to his father's concubines and, in open
shame, brought further disgrace upon David.

In the end, Joab, David's captain over the army, dou-
ble-crossed David and killed Absalom though David had
given ordersnot to harm him. What an awful priceto pay for
that sin — the rest of hislife.

Even today God judges his people according to the light
they have. | have known of precious babiesand children be-
ing taken from mothers and fathers who were saved but
sinned against light. Many of God's people suffer in their
body because of sin. Many go to an early gravewith terrible
diseases because they will not walk in obedience before the
Lord. Shame and disgrace are brought upon many Christian
homes because the parentsrefuse to servethe Lord. Often it
isthrough the children.

SIN UNTO DEATH

It strue that God' s people are saved and secure because
of the precious blood of Christ. But he judges and chastens

-4-



them when they sin. He will even take themin death if nec-
essary. Theearly church understood thistruth and was com-
manded by the Apostle Paul to turn one over to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh (death of physical body) that the
spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. | Cor.
5:1-5. Thisiswhat John referred to as the sin unto death. |
John 5:16.

Itissimply judgment upon abeliever that takesthe phys-
ica life. It is no specia sin, simply sin against light that
brings reproach upon the Lord or great injury to the cause
and body of Christ.

Ananiasand Sapphiracommitted thesinunto death. Acts
5:1-10. King Saul, though God's anointed, committed the
sin unto death. Y et, he and Jonathan went to where Samuel,
the prophet, waswhen they died. | Sam. 28:19. Read of how
David mourned and lamented over the death of Saul and
Jonathan. Il Sam. 1:17- 27.

Even Moses, the meekest manin all the earth, disobeyed
the Lord and had to die in the mount without going into the
promised land. Num. 20:12. Inthe 7th verse of Deut. 34, the
scripture says, “ And M oseswas ahundred and twenty years
old when he died: hiseyewas not dim, nor hisnatural force
abated.” There was nothing wrong with Moses physically.
The Lord just put him to sleep in the mount because of his
sin and would not let him go into the promised land.

COMPLETE IN HIM

All of the foregoing judgment has to do with this life.
Now | want to consider the believer and thejudgment seat of
Christ. Somewould have usbelieve that since our sinswere
placed on Christ that we will not be judged. Thisistrue so
far asthe PENALTY of sinisconcerned. We have been re-
deemed from the curse of thelaw through the death of Christ
onthecross. Thisisaonce and for all finished work. Rom.
5:19; 10:4; Gal. 3:13; Heb. 10:10-19.

Pleasenoticein verse 10 of Heb. 10 “oncefor al,” verse
12 “one sacrifice,” verse 14 “For by one offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are sanctified,” and verse 18
which says, “now where remission of these is, there is no
more offering for sin.”

True enough, men are saved only once and the perfect,
imputed righteousness of Christ is placed to their account.
Thisiswhat is meant in verse 14 where the scripture says,
“For by one offering he hath (not will, hope to, or maybe)
perfected forever them that are sanctified.”

Let’s remember God “calleth those things which be not
(not yet manifested) asthough they were.” Rom. 4:17, Gen.
17:5. Thisgreat sovereign God said to Abraham, “For afa
ther of many nations have | made thee.” And thiswas at a
timewhen it washumanly impossiblefor Sarah to have chil-
dren. But theword of the L ord to Abraham wasfulfilled and
Isaac was born in process of time. Hallelujah!
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God also looked down the stream of time from the very
foundation of the world and saw every one of his children.
Eph. 1:4-5. Not only did he see us, but he saw us PER-
FECTED FOREVER. Because of this great truth, the in-
spired writer wrote these words, “And we know that all
thingswork together for good to them that |ove God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose. For whom he
did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them
he also called; and whom he called, them he also justified:
andwhom hejustified, them hea soglorified. What shall we
then say to thesethings? If God be for uswho can be against
us? He that spared not his Son, but delivered him up for us
all, how shall he not with him also freely give usall things?
Who shall lay anything to the charge of God's elect? It is
God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ
that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is ever at the
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword?” Asit iswritten, “For thy sakewe
arekilled all theday long, we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter. Nay, inall thesethingswe are morethan conquer-
orsthrough him that loved us. For | am persuaded, that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height,
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall beableto separate us
from the love of God, which isin Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Rom. 8:28-39.

Praise God forever! Henot only seesusas saved forever,
but actually sees us glorified yonder in heaven. In God's
eyes and reckoning, we are afinished product, completein
Christ. Col. 2:8-10. “... complete in him.” What can be
added to something that is complete?

BELIEVER'S JUDGMENT

Though God's children are forever redeemed from the
curseof thelaw, they areresponsibleasto how they usetheir
life and talents after coming to a saving knowledge of
Christ. They can be humble, obedient and cooperative, and
asaresult, gain great rewards.

Redemption and eternal lifeisasaresult of the sacrifice
of Christ andfaithinthe preciousblood. Rewardsarethere-
sult of faithful obedience after being brought to Christ.
Though our sins are washed away in the blood and our
namesrecorded in the Lamb’ sbook of lifefrom the founda-
tion of thisworld, wemust all stand beforethejudgment seat
of Christ. Rev. 17:8, Rom. 14:10-12, Il Cor. 5:10. Every
Christian will haveto go before thisjudgment seat and face
hislife after coming to a saving knowledge of Christ. Paul
tellsusof six kindsof material we can build with. Someof it
will not stand thefiery test of thejudgment seat and it will be

-6-



burned up. Those whose works are burned will “ ... suffer
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so asby fire”. | Cor.
3:10-15.

Let’snot deceive ourselves. Thisjudgment will be thor-
ough and severe. The very words we have spoken and the
thoughtsof our heart are going to be brought out in the open.
Matt. 12:36-37, | Cor. 4:5.

Many aregoing to thisjudgment seat (though saved asby
fire) filled with remorse and shame asthey meet him faceto
facewho died to redeem them from their sins. John had this
in mind when he said, “And now, little children, abide in
him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence
and not be ashamed beforehimat hiscoming.” | John 2:28.

A DIFFERENCE

Due to the fact the Bible definitely teaches God' s chas-
tening and judgment upon the believer for sin, many are
puzzled asto why so many church memberscan liveasthey
please and receive no reproof. Let’s not forget that joining
most churchesand being born again aretwo different things.

There are literally multitudes of professing Christians
who haveonly anintellectual faith and, at heart, arelost un-
believers. Itisnecessary to continually makethisdistinction
because so many are deceived asto what it really meansto
believein Christ.

This accounts for so many professing Christians being
ableto live such inconsistent, and often immoral, lives and
get by with it. God's children cannot. Remember Heb.
12:6-8 says, “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chas-
tening, God deal eth with you aswith sons: for what sonishe
whom the father chasteneth not? But if we be without chas-
tisement, whereof all are partakers, then areyebastards, and
not sons.”

Because Christians have not understood this truth, they
have often stood in amazement and wondered how certain
professing believers could live such shoddy lives and still
call themselves Christians..

Let’sbear inmind “... The Lord knoweth them that are
his’ and has commanded “... every one that nameth the
name of Christ to depart from iniquity.” 11 Tim. 2:19. Dis-
obedience on the part of the child of God will bring divine
chastisement, but theunbeliever, though aprofessing Chris-
tian, will escapethisdivinereproof aslong ashedoesnot di-
rectly oppose Christ and the kingdom of God. Hemay liveto
aripe old age and enjoy the common blessings of God. He
may liveinaChristian community and nation but till diean
unbeliever whose eternal lot isthe lake of fire.

In reality, the unbeliever often fares much better in this
life than a genuine Christian. This fact was a great grief to
the Psalmist who couldn’t understand why he was plagued
and chastened all the day long, while the wicked prospered
and were not in trouble as other men. Later, hewent into the
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sanctuary of God and there learned their end and realized
how foolish he had been to envy the wicked. Psalm 73.

Thisisatrue principle brought out in other places. Heb.
11:24-26 says, “By faith Moses, when he was come to
years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter;
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sinfor aseason; esteeming the
reproach of Christ greater richesthan thetreasuresin Egypt;
for he had respect unto the recompense of reward.”

THE WICKED

Trueit is, the wicked often prosper and fare well in this
world, but what about their end? Balaam, the hireling
prophet, saw this and said, “... Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my last end be like his’. Num. 23:10.

Though it is quite possible for the unbeliever to live out
hisdaysin good health and prosperity, thereare somethings
God will not tolerate or pass over until thefinal day of judg-
ment. When unbelievers become an instrument in the hands
of Satan to hinder or oppose the kingdom of God, they are
subject to be judged and cut off before their time.

Theangel of the Lord smote King Herod and he died be-
cause he took the glory that belonged to the Lord. Acts
12:20-25.

Elymas, the sorcerer, was smitten with blindness be-
cause he tried to turn a man away from Christ whom Paul
wastrying to win. Acts 13:6-11.

The wicked sons of Eli were killed because of the re-
proach they brought upon Isragl and the priest’s office. |
Sam. 2,3/4.

In the 16th chapter of Numbers, we have the account of
divinejudgment upon K orah and other wicked men who op-
posed Moses. The ground opened up and swallowed some
and fire from the Lord consumed 250 others who intruded
into the priest’s office.

All of these are Bible examples of wicked and foolish
men who were judged for their sin by an angry God. The
wicked may swindle, cheat, lie and live an immoral lifefor
many years before his sins find him out. But the one thing
God movesin swift judgment against isthosewho oppose or
sin against grest light.

| could tell you of numerous cases where God's judg-
ment fell upon those who tried to destroy the ministry of
men of God. Some were smitten with terrible diseases and
died. Some lost their children through unexpected death.
And till otherswere brought to shame and disgracein other
ways.

In two instances, young men in good health were com-
pletely paralyzed. One of them repented, joined the church,
recovered and was still living the last time | heard of him.
The other one continued on so far as| know and died after a
brief reprieve.
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A Baptist brother and personal friend of mine who has
been mightily used of the Lord to shut men up to God has
had many experiencesof God’ sjudgment falling uponthose
whom Satan used to hinder the work of Christin hisminis-
try.

One man in an influential position in a large church
where this brother was holding arevival campaign learned
the same lesson that Elymas did in Acts 13:8-11. Thisman
who began to oppose the meeting by refusing to attend and
calling up the other church members and trying to persuade
them to also boycott the meeting was smitten stone blind by
an angry God. However, this story ended well because the
man came to church and was led down the aisle where he
publicly confessed his sin to the evangelist, the pastor and
thewhole church. Needlessto say, therewasatime of great
rgjoicing and the fear of the Lord came upon many as God
movedinrevival power. Theman' seyeswereasohealed as
soon as he confessed hissin.

On another occasion, seven deaconswho walked out and
began to bitterly oppose the meeting this brother was hold-
ingintheir church diedin oneweek’ stime. Somewere sud-
denly taken ill and died and the rest died as a result of
various accidents.

When these men joined handsin an evil aliance to stop
this meeting, the pastor and evangelist joined hearts in
prayer to God that hewould either convert them or kill them
and get them out of theway. In one week’ stime, they were
all dead and arevival cameto that church.

Prov. 29:1 says, “He, that being often reproved
hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that
without remedy.” We have actually quoted this verse of
scripture to some who shortly thereafter were suddenly de-
stroyed without warning.

As we approach the end of this age and greater and
greater light is shed, the judgment of God will once again
become swift and sure against those that hinder thekingdom
of God. Themorelight men have, the greater their responsi-
bility and more severe the judgment of God, which is ac-
cording to truth.

ALREADY HERE

Infact, God' sjudgmentsarein the earth today all around
us if we could just realize it. Man's blindness keeps him
from seeing the hand of God intheterriblethingsthat are be-
falling humanity. Violence, terrible accidents, suicide and
dreaded diseases are common happenings to most of us.
Y et, wefail to see any significancein this due to our blind-
ness and lack of fear of the Lord. A lame effort to explain
these things away by attributing them to happenstance or
non-relative circumstances is usually made. But none dare
say it isthe result of the judgment of Almighty God.

Some cases | know of have been used to immortalize the
person judged by making martyrsout of them. | know of one
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preacher who became so terribly exalted until the Lord had
to take hischild in judgment. Thiswas only used to make a
martyr out of the child and capitalize on the death of thein-
nocent to exalt the preacher and his church even more.

Getting farther away from the fear of the Lord, thisman
wasliterally turned over tothedevil who drovehimtogriev-
ous sin and immorality. In the end, a demon possessed
woman who he was having an affair with shot him to death.
Andthough it was proveninacourt of law by many reliable
witnesses that the man was guilty, the church only made a
martyr out of him and continued to exalt his name.

CHURCH JUDGMENT

Because of so little judgment in the church, the Lord has
to take thingsinto his own hands and mete out judgment in-
dependently of the church. However, thisis not the way it
should bedone, especially wheremembersof Christ’ sbody,
the church, is concerned.

Thisis also the reason the Lord cannot bless the church
with his power and presence. Judgment must begin first at
the house of God. When it does, the church will indeed be-
come moreterrible and feared than amighty army with ban-
ners. Song of Sol. 6:4.

When judgment comes to the church, Ananiases and
Saphira’ swill once again be smittenright inthe assembly of
the saints and we won’t have to worry about the
uncircumcised and unclean coming in among us. Isaiah
52:1, Acts 5:1-13.

JUDGMENT OF WICKED

The most terrible day since God created man will come
when the unbeliever facesaholy God for hissins. Imagina-
tion cannot capture nor words convey the horror and an-
guish of soul that will grip every lost man, woman, boy and
girl on that day. Revelation 20:11-15 says, “And | saw a
great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no
place for them. And | saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man ac-
cording totheir works. And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. Thisis the second death. And whosoever was
not found written in the book of lifewas cast into the lake of
fire

On that day, the complete record of liveswill be opened
for al to see. Lives will be made bare and open before the
court of the universe. Hidden sins of indescribable wicked-
ness shall be brought out in the open for al to see and hear.
Thisisthefinal day of retributionwhenwicked, unbelieving
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men face God and their sins. Innocent livesthey have taken
will be there to testify against them. Those they have
robbed, cheated and defamed will be there as witnesses of
the state against them.

Adulterers, fornicators and whoremongers will face
those whose lives, homes and characters they destroyed.
Multitudes of little innocent children will be thereto testify
againgt drunken fathers and mothers who never cared for
their soul. Multitudes of all classes of professing Christians
will bethereto facetheir hypocritical lives. Preachers, dea-
cons, elders, stewards, Sunday School teachers, priests and
nunswill be there to face the Christ they never really knew
and loved.

Let’ snotefromthe Word of God afew expressionsof the
feelings of those who come to this time and place unpre-
pared. According to Rev. 6:15-17 and 20:11, men will seek
to flee and hide from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, but there will be no hiding place. Men hidetheir sin
and wickedness now but they will not be ableto hide on that
day.

Rev. 6:15-17 says, “And the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the
mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of hiswrath is come;
and who shall be able to stand?’

Think of it! Men will be crying for the mountains and
rockstofall onthem and hidethem fromtheface of himthat
sitteth on the throne.

Luke 13:28 says, “There shall be weeping and gnashing
of teeth, when ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you your-
selves thrust out.” The wicked shall be weeping, wailing
and gnashing their teeth as they observe the righteous sit
downinthekingdom but themselveslost for eternity. Think
of the stark horror of soul to realizethat all hopeisgonefor-
ever. Matt. 13:40-42 says, “ Astherefore the tares are gath-
ered and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this
world. The Son of man shall send forth hisangels, and they
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that offend, and
them which do iniquity; And shall cast them into afurnace
of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

| have been present many times when loved ones have
been taken in death from their families and have heard the
bitter criesof anguish over their earthly loss. Somecasesare
much harder than others, especially whereit isayoung per-
son such asason or adaughter who istaken suddenly with-
out warning. Thelossis so great at times until it scemswe
can't stand it.

-11-



But think of that awful day when millions upon millions
of lost human beings are all weeping, wailing and gnashing
their teeth at one time. Matt. 24:30 says, “... then shall al
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.” Thisuniversal mourning will bebecausethey realize
at last the Bibleistrue, Christ’scoming isrea and all hope
for them is gone. Thislosswill be for eternity.

No wonder Jesus said it is better to cut off our hand, our
foot or pluck out our eyes and enter into life maimed than
into hell where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not
guenched. Mark 9:43-48. Thisis aso the reason he whose
nameisnot found writteninthebook of life, will becastinto
the lake of fire. Thisisthefinal disposition of all unbeliev-
ers. Their cases will be closed. Their doom sealed for eter-
nity. Court will be dismissed forever and the judgment
throne destroyed.

God, the father of just men made perfect, will enter into
hiseternal rest with all hisredeemed creation. The memory
of sin and lost men will be blotted out for eternity.

“Hethat overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be
his God, and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbe-
lieving, and the abominable, and sorcerers, and idolators,
and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Rev.
21:7- 8.

Thank God, the blood hasbeen shed and the sin debt paid
for thosewho put their trust in him. “ Hethat believeth onthe
Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not seelife: but thewrath of God abideth on him.” John
3:36.

Have you made peace with Jesus yet? If not, do it right
now and write me aletter and tell me about it.

Y our unworthy friend,

C. Parker Thomas
P.O. Box 685
Southern Pines, N.C. 28388
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